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Education: 1974–1978, City College of the City 
University of New York B.A. degree, cum 
laude. 

1978–1981, University of Pennsylvania Law 
School, J.D. degree. 
Bar Admittance: 1982, Pennsylvania. 
Experience: 1981–1983, Legal Aid of Chester 
County, Staff Attorney. 

1983–1990, Nester, Nester & Sanchez Part-
ner. 

1983–1997, County of Chester Public Defend-
er’s Office, Senior Trial Attorney, 1993–1997, 
Trial Attorney, 1983–1993. 

1990–1997, Sole Proprietor. 
1997, MacElree, Harvey, Gallagher, 

Featherman & Sebastian, Trial Attorney. 
1998—present, Chester County Court of 

Common Pleas, Judge. 
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ROBERT H. PERRY—NEVADA 
TRIAL LAWYER OF THE YEAR 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to congratulate Robert H. Perry, who 
has been recognized as Nevada Trial 
Lawyer of the Year by the Nevada 
Trial Lawyers Association. 

Mr. Perry grew up in Topeka, KS, 
and attended the United States Naval 
Academy. Following his graduation, he 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps. After 
he completed his military service, Mr. 
Perry worked in sales in Montana, and 
then returned to Kansas where he be-
came a mentor for youth who were de-
tained in the justice system. That 
whetted his interest in the legal sys-
tem, and he decided to attend law 
school at the University of Kansas. 

After he graduated law school, Mr. 
Perry moved to Nevada, where he be-
came a successful prosecutor in the 
Washoe County District Attorney’s Of-
fice. After several years, he rose to the 
position of Deputy District Attorney 
for the Criminal Division. 

In 1976, Mr. Perry joined the law firm 
of Laxalt and Berry, and a few years 
later he formed a partnership with 
Richard Davenport. He ventured out on 
his own in 1991, forming Robert H. 
Perry, Ltd., and concentrated on civil 
trial work. 

Since then Mr. Perry has dedicated 
himself to representing average citi-
zens who have been harmed by the 
wrongful actions of others. Many times 
the party that did the harm was much 
more powerful than the victim—but in 
our legal system, it is possible for ordi-
nary people to get justice, thanks to 
lawyers like Mr. Perry. 

In 2001, Mr. Perry represented a 
young girl whose medical treatment 
had been delayed because the treating 
physician thought she was complaining 
in order to receive more painkillers. 
But in fact, she was really sick. When 
surgery was finally performed on this 
girl, only three feet of her small intes-
tine remained. Today, and for the rest 
of her life, she must receive her nour-
ishment intravenously. 

Mr. Perry fought for her and she won 
the largest verdict for medical mal-
practice in Nevada history. 

This is just an example of the kind of 
battles that Robert Perry wages on be-
half of his clients. I salute him for his 
selection as Trial Lawyer of the Year, 

and extend my best wishes for success 
in all his future ventures. 
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LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the 
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement 
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 

In Wichita, KS, on June 29, 2001, a 58- 
year old openly gay hairdresser, 
Marcell Eads, was beaten and died from 
burns and smoke inhalation after the 
alleged bashers set his home on fire. 
Zachary Steward, 18, and Brandon 
Boone, 17, were arrested in connection 
with the crime. Steward claimed that 
Eads had made sexual advances toward 
him, prompting Boone to start beating 
Eads with a broomstick and later with 
the end of a table and a rock. The per-
petrators accused each other of setting 
the fire that killed Eads, and both took 
credit for trying to put out the fire. 

I believe that Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 
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FAITH IN ACTION 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, in 
the 21st century, advances in medicine 
are allowing Americans to live longer 
than ever before. Today, the average 
American will live to be over 76 years 
old. As the collective age of society in-
creases, so does the need for increased 
help, care, and support, as long-term 
illnesses and the frailties of age be-
come the rule, not the exception. Faith 
in Action volunteers play a crucial role 
in ensuring that help is there for neigh-
bors in need. 

Faith in Action is a nationwide, 
interfaith coalition that works to help 
people with long-term health needs or 
disabilities maintain their independ-
ence by providing assistance with daily 
activities. Funded by the Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation, Faith in Action 
boasts 100,000 nationwide volunteers 
serving over 200,000 care recipients. 

Through Faith in Action, Americans 
of every faith—including Catholics, 
Protestants, Hindus, Jews and Mus-
lims—work together to improve the 
lives of their neighbors in need. Faith 
in Action volunteers help others main-
tain their independence by doing sim-
ple things: watering flowers, shopping 
for groceries, taking people to the doc-
tor, and simply listening. Sometimes 
they open doors that people can’t open 
on their own. 

In my home State of Iowa, over 2,100 
dedicated volunteers work in local pro-

grams to contribute approximately 
315,000 volunteer hours per year—a 
service valued at nearly $5.2 million. 

But the value of Faith in Action is 
measured not by dollars and cents. Nor 
is the value measured by the number of 
volunteers, or the number of hours do-
nated. The real value of Faith in Ac-
tion is measured by the warm smiles of 
gratitude that line the faces of those 
whose lives have been enriched by the 
kind touch of a stranger. 

Fred Jones is a man who knows first-
hand the value of Faith in Action. Fred 
lives with his wife in the rural farm-
house where he was born, on the out-
skirts of Parnell, IA. Fred is, by any 
measure, a big man—standing 6 feet 2 
inches tall and weighing over 200 
pounds. Twelve years ago, Fred had a 
major stroke—a stroke that left half of 
his body paralyzed, and left Fred con-
fined to a wheelchair in a home not 
built with wheelchairs in mind. 

After the stroke, Fred’s wife did not 
want to put him in a care facility and 
dreaded the thought of leaving the 
home where he was born. So at 76 years 
old and without any help, Mrs. Jones 
assumed the burden of lifting Fred up 
and down the 6-inch step from the front 
door of their home to the sidewalk 
below. 

When Faith in Action was notified of 
the situation, the dedicated staff found 
resources to pay for the materials and 
a volunteer to install a wheelchair 
ramp for the elderly couple. Now Mrs. 
Jones is able to maneuver her husband 
in and out of their home with ease. 
Fred can now go to church, enjoy the 
sunshine, and watch his grandchildren 
play. 

As an Iowan and a Member of Con-
gress, I greatly appreciate the selfless 
acts of charity done by Faith in Action 
volunteers and I look forward to even 
greater accomplishments in the years 
to come. 
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THE CRISIS IN HAITI 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 

today to speak about the lamentable 
situation in Haiti. After suffering po-
litical upheaval and widespread vio-
lence over the last few months, the 
Haitian people are now facing even 
more desperate circumstances. 

During the last 2 weeks of May, 
floods devastated major sections of 
Haiti and parts of the Dominican Re-
public. The death toll in Haiti has 
reached nearly 2,600 people not includ-
ing the missing and medical personnel 
expect that number to climb higher as 
the waters recede and reclamation ef-
forts become possible. 

In the immediate aftermath of the 
catastrophe, aid workers, Haitian offi-
cials, and foreign troops—including 
U.S. soldiers scrambled to prevent the 
crisis from worsening. They have been 
delivering emergency supplies of food 
and water, building temporary housing, 
and working to prevent the spread of 
disease. 

I am concerned, however, by reports 
that the efforts are sorely under-funded 
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and risk being overwhelmed by the 
sheer size of the disaster. Doctors are 
struggling to combat outbreaks of ma-
laria and dengue, and the New York 
Times reports that aid workers were 
using mules for transportation, since 
the U.S. military is no longer airlifting 
aid to isolated communities. The U.S. 
Agency for International Development 
has pledged $50,000 in emergency aid, 
but we ought to do much more. 

I wish I could say that the devasta-
tion was solely an act of nature, but it 
was not. Had these same rains fallen 
over Florida, the damage would have 
been much less severe and the death 
toll would be in the single digits in-
stead of the thousands. 

As my esteemed colleague from Ohio, 
Senator DEWINE, described in his state-
ment on June 1st, Haiti’s economic 
underdevelopment exacerbated the ef-
fects of the flooding. Widespread defor-
estation of hillsides meant that, when 
the rains came, there was nothing to 
hold the soil in place. The subsequent 
landslides devastated many of the vil-
lages. And without roads and emer-
gency services, there was no way to 
evacuate the Haitians who were caught 
in the path of the floods. 

Yet the devastation is not over. For 
the tens of thousands of Haitians who 
were left homeless, whose crops were 
destroyed, and whose communities 
were razed by the floodwaters, the next 
few months will be a struggle between 
life and death. 

It pains me to say that the floods are 
only the most recent setback for a 
country already struggling to over-
come economic and social crises. Haiti, 
by most measures, is the poorest coun-
try in the hemisphere with nearly 80 
percent of its population living in ab-
ject poverty. The life expectancy has 
fallen to 52 years and more than 6 per-
cent of Haitians are infected with the 
HIV virus. 

In recent years Haiti has become a 
major trans-shipment point for cocaine 
trafficking. The State Department, in 
its annual Narcotics Control Strategy 
Report, describes Haiti as, ‘‘a key con-
duit for drug traffickers transporting 
cocaine from South America to the 
United States.’’ Sadly, more than half 
of all Haitians are unable to partici-
pate in the formal economy, and, as a 
consequence, many of these people turn 
to the illegal drug trade as a source of 
income. 

This influx of drug money into Haiti 
has further eroded the rule-of-law. Cor-
ruption now seems endemic in even the 
highest levels of government and pri-
vate enterprise. 

Not all the news from Haiti is bad, 
however. Recently, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Prime Minister 
[Gerard] Latortue while he was visiting 
Washington. I was impressed by his vi-
sion for Haiti, and encouraged by the 
efforts he has made since his appoint-
ment to stabilize the country. During 
our meeting, Prime Minister Latortue 
emphasized the need for major im-
provements in infrastructure, particu-

larly in the power sector. He also 
stressed to me the urgent need for ca-
pacity-building amongst government 
institutions which cannot carry out 
their responsibilities without the 
trained personnel and resources to do 
so. 

Unfortunately the Bush Administra-
tion has been extremely slow to re-
spond to Prime Minister Latortue’s re-
quests for aid. President Aristide was 
deposed in late February, but it wasn’t 
until late May—nearly 3 months 
later—that the Administration finally 
cobbled together a $160 million aid 
package for Haiti—$60 million of which 
was already in the pipeline before the 
February departure of President 
Aristide. I’m afraid that the amount 
they have allotted, about $20 per Hai-
tian, is too little, too late. 

This lukewarm response only con-
tinues a trend in the Bush administra-
tion’s policy toward Haiti. Since 2000, 
the U.S. Government has taken a 
shameful, hands-off approach to Haiti, 
turning its back on a growing crisis. 
After the Bush administration facili-
tated President Aristide’s removal, cit-
ing his incompetence as the justifica-
tion for supporting the involuntary de-
parture of an elected president, one 
would have hoped that there was some 
sense of obligation on the part of the 
administration to do right by the Hai-
tian people. Sadly, that sense of obliga-
tion is minimal at best, even in the 
face of the natural disaster that has re-
cently befallen the Haitian people. 

So what should the U.S. response be 
to the political, economic, and social 
crises in Haiti? Should we continue the 
hands-off approach of the Bush admin-
istration? Or, should we offer Haiti a 
hand up? I believe that we have a spe-
cial obligation to help Haiti, and I’m 
offering three proposals for how we can 
do that. 

First, we should halt the removal of 
the 1,900 U.S. troops currently sta-
tioned in Haiti. Prime Minister 
Latortue has asked that we extend the 
U.S. military presence, fearing that 
U.S. troops are the only ones capable of 
dissuading further violence. The origi-
nal decision to depart upon the arrival 
of the Brazilian-led UN Peacekeeping 
force was made before last month’s 
flooding—and before the destabilizing 
effects of the current humanitarian cri-
sis. 

Let me take a moment here to talk 
about the security situation. Many 
have speculated about the re-establish-
ment of the Haitian Army. Because 
this is ultimately a question for the 
Haitian people to answer—especially in 
light of the Haitian Army’s history of 
abuses—I believe that the decision 
should be left for the next elected gov-
ernment to address. Given the scarcity 
of resources and the absence of a spe-
cific national security mission, I for 
one believe that reestablishing the 
army is a luxury that Haiti can ill af-
ford. In any event, the current care-
taker government should concern itself 
with establishing domestic stability 

and security, preparing for elections, 
and, most critical of all, working to 
end the current humanitarian crisis. 

The Bush administration can help 
the LaTortue government move for-
ward with its stated agenda by working 
with the international community and 
the Haitian National Police to estab-
lish the rule of law. Clearly reestab-
lishing security requires that we step 
up efforts to disarm all the various ille-
gal armed groups. So far less than 200 
arms have been rounded up. And the 
focus seems to be solely on Aristide 
supporters, not the armed thugs who 
have perpetrated a reign of terror 
throughout the countryside for the last 
nine months. 

Next, in accordance with the resolu-
tion agreed upon by the Organization 
of American States, we must under-
take to foster full restoration of de-
mocracy in Haiti. Our first obligation 
is to get to the bottom of allegations 
that the United States participated in 
the ouster of President Aristide. The 
OAS has just begun an investigation 
into the matter, and we should cooper-
ate fully to dispel any myths or redress 
any errors. 

My last proposal is for a $1 billion 
emergency aid package for Haiti over 
the next 4 years. If we are willing to 
devote hundreds of billions of dollars 
for the endeavors in Afghanistan and 
Iraq—half a world away—doesn’t it 
make sense for us to devote a fraction 
of that amount to assist one of our 
nearest and most impoverished neigh-
bors? Announcing a multiyear aid 
package, we demonstrate our commit-
ment to the Haitian people and also 
serve as an example for others in the 
international community to offer up 
multiyear assistance packages as well. 
As UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
stated in March, getting it right in 
Haiti this time, ‘‘means keeping inter-
national attention and resources en-
gaged for the long haul.’’ 

It is long past time for the United 
States to address the mounting crisis 
in Haiti. It is time for us to offer the 
Haitian people a hand up. Toward that 
end, I believe that this body should 
give serious consideration to making a 
down payment on the $1 billion aid pro-
posal for Haiti in the FY 2005 Appro-
priations process when the Senate 
deals with this legislation. Only 
through concrete and meaningful U.S. 
assistance on a scale commensurate 
with Haiti’s needs can we ever hope to 
reverse the misery, suffering, and hope-
lessness that have become common-
place in the lives of close neighbors—8 
million of them. 
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IN MEMORY OF RAY CHARLES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I take 
this moment to reflect on the life of 
Ray Charles. I feel lucky to have grown 
up with the innovative and passionate 
sounds of Ray Charles unique mix of 
gospel and blues. His work took lis-
teners from the depths of his profound 
sadness to cathartic heights in his love 
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